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THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION THE ONLY GROUND OF 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO PREACH THE GOSPEL 

TO SINNERS 

"Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, 
and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt 
thee: for I have much people in this city." 

— Acts 18:9-10 

 The facts here recorded occurred at Corinth, a city of Greece, 

distinguished by its wealth and magnificence, and no less distinguished by 

its luxury and licentiousness. Paul seems to have been the first individual 

who preached the gospel in that city. His preaching, although attended with some 

immediate success, met with violent opposition; and he appears to have been 

for a season greatly discouraged. Sensible of his utter insufficiency to allay 

the enmity of the Jews, or to stem the torrent of vice which prevailed 

among the Gentiles, he was almost ready to give up in despair, and to seek 

some more promising field of labor. 

 

 But God, who comforts those that are cast down, appeared to him in a 

vision, and promised to be with him and protect him. He also assured him 

that, dark and discouraging as were present appearances, his labors should yet 

be crowned with signal success; for, said He, "I have much people in this city." 

Encouraged by this declaration, he continued there a year and six months, and 

was instrumental in gathering a large and flourishing church. 

 

 In what sense was it true that the Lord had much people in Corinth? 

Not that they were true believers; for, when this declaration was made, 

very few had embraced the Christian faith. The mass of the people were 

still idolaters and were addicted to the grossest vices. But there were many 

people in that city whose names were in the book of life, and whom God 

had purposed to make the trophies of his grace—many people whom God 

had given to Christ in the covenant of redemption and who had been 

predestinated unto the adoption of children. 

 

 But if they had been given to Christ and been predestinated to 

eternal life, what necessity was there that Paul should preach to them the 

gospel, or that any means should be used to effect their conversion and 

salvation? Will not those whom God has chosen unto salvation be 

saved? Undoubtedly they will; but they will not be saved without the 

instrumentality of means, because it is a part of the divine purpose that 



they shall be saved through the instrumentality of means. The reason 

which God assigned that Paul should continue to preach the gospel at 

Corinth was that He had many people in that city. This was mentioned 

for his encouragement, and it was the chief source of encouragement 

which he had to persevere in his labors. He knew that the people were dead in 

sin. He knew that all his efforts to raise them to spiritual life were utterly 

powerless; and consequently that they must inevitably perish, unless God 

should interpose by His grace. How cheering to him, therefore, must have been 

the intelligence that God had not given up all the inhabitants of that great city 

to utter destruction; but had determined, through his instrumentality, to 

bring multitudes out of darkness into His marvelous light! And this 

consideration sustained Paul not only at Corinth, but in every other place 

where he was called to preach the gospel. "I endure all things" said he, "for the 

elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus 

with eternal glory" (2 Tim. 2:10). The same consideration should sustain 

and encourage us in our efforts to promote the interests of Christ's kingdom 

on the earth. I derive from the text, therefore, this doctrine: The fact that God 

has a chosen people on the earth affords the only encouragement to preach the 

gospel, or to employ any means for the salvation of sinners. In proof of this 

doctrine, I observe: I. Such is the nature of human depravity, that means 

have no efficacy unless accompanied by the agency of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 The sinner is dead in trespasses and sins. He is not only entirely 

destitute of holiness, but his heart is fully set in him to do evil. "Every 

imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  "The 

carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of 

God, neither indeed can be." The natural man receiveth not the things of 

the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 

them, for they are spiritually discerned." Such is the character of man by 

nature— not of one man merely, nor of one class of men, nor of one 

generation of men, but of mankind universally, whether civilized or 

savage. The Scriptures speak of man, by nature, as in a state of complete 

spiritual thralldom. Sin has dominion over him—not that he is laid under 

any physical restraint, rendering him incapable of yielding obedience 

to God's commands. The difficulties which prevent him from doing his 

duty are altogether of a moral kind. They lie in the deep-rooted depravity of 

his heart. The bondage in which he is held is the bondage of corruption. 

The cords with which he is bound are the cords of his own sins.  He is not 

bound, as he sometimes imagines, with adamantine chains of God's 

decrees, so that he could not do his duty if he were inclined to do it. It is a 



depraved and perverse inclination which hurries him on in the way to ruin. 

And such complete power has the inclination of the sinner over his reason 

and conscience, that despite all consequences, he will persist in his desperate 

course. He will shut his eyes and stop his ears, and rush with presumptuous 

boldness on the thick bosses of the Almighty's buckler. Such is the nature of 

sin. There is an infatuation attending it which bids defiance to "all the 

laws of heaven and earth." There is a desperation in the sinner's heart, 

which is very properly styled the madness of the heart. 

 

 Now, how is the moral transformation of such beings to be effected? Is 

it to be effected by instructing them in the knowledge of their duty, and by 

urging them to perform it? These means, it is true, are to be employed. 

But of themselves they are utterly insufficient to effect the salvation of a 

single soul. 

 

 The efficacy of means has been tested, and they have been found 

by actual experiment to be utterly powerless when not accompanied by the 

agency of the Holy Spirit. God has made Himself known in His works. 'The 

heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his 

handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 

knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not 

heard"(Ps. 19:1-3). "For the invisible things of him from the creation of the 

world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 

even his eternal power and Godhead." These manifestations of Himself 

God has made to all men, even to those who are not favored with the written 

revelation. But what effect have they had upon the pagan world? Have any of 

the heathen been led by them to love, adore, and serve their Maker? What 

says the apostle? "When they knew God, they glorified him not as God,... 

but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened" 

(Rom. 1:21). 

 

 God  has given  His written word to mankind. But what effect has 

it produced upon the mass of those to whom it has been given? Is it loved and 

obeyed? Or is it not, to a great extent, neglected and contemned? What 

multitudes read the Bible and profess to believe it, who remain unaffected by 

all the momentous realities which it discloses! They admit that God is worthy 

of the homage and supreme affection of every rational creature; yet they 

neither fear, love, nor adore Him. They admit that they are entirely dependent 

on God, and that every blessing which they receive is a gift of His mercy; yet 

they neither praise Him for His goodness, nor look to Him for the blessings 



which they need. They admit that they are sinners, but they do not repent.  

 

 They admit that there is no way of salvation but through Jesus Christ; yet 

they will not come to Him that they might have life. They admit that they 

are accountable creatures, and that they are hastening to the judgment of the 

great day; yet they live as if they believed in no future retribution. They admit 

that the eye of God is constantly upon them, and that their hearts are naked 

and open to His view; yet the fear of God is not before their eyes. They 

admit that they lie under the condemning sentence of God's law, and 

that they are constantly exposed to everlasting perdition; yet they make 

not one effort to escape from the wrath to come. O, how little effect the 

momentous truths of God's Word produce upon the minds of men! 

 

 God has sent His messengers, rising betimes and sending to beseech 

and warn sinners to become reconciled to Him. From week to week the 

gospel is proclaimed; but unless God adds His blessing, it only becomes 

a savor of death unto death. The most able and faithful preachers have 

confessed their utter inability to convert a single soul. And not only the 

ordinary ministers of Christ, but inspired prophets and apostles, were 

constrained to inquire, "Who hath believed our report, and to whom hath the 

arm of the Lord been revealed?" They felt that they were earthen vessels, 

and that when any success attended their labors, the excellency of the 

power was of God and not of them. But why do I mention these? How many 

heard the Son of God preach and still persisted in unbelief? Surely if 

arguments and motives would avail to the conversion of sinners, they would 

avail when urged by Him who spoke as never man spake. God also speaks to the 

children of men in the dispensations of His providence. Sometimes He 

passes before them in goodness, and attempts to draw them with cords of 

love. Sometimes He comes out in judgment, and visits them with grievous 

afflictions. But "let favor be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn 

righteousness"; and "Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among 

wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from him." Neither 

mercies nor judgments are sufficient to subdue the obduracy of the human 

heart. We have seen persons laid on beds of sickness, and have heard their 

solemn vows and promises, but they flattered God with their lips, and lied 

unto Him with their tongues; for their heart was not right with Him, neither 

were they steadfast in His covenant(Ps. 78:36-37). We have seen persons 

weep at the graves of departed friends, and heard them resolve to make 

preparation for death and judgment, but how soon their tears have been 

dried, and their resolutions forgotten. 



 And not only the common dispensations of divine providence, but 

miraculous interpositions have been found utterly insufficient to bring 

men to repentance. Think of Pharaoh. What wonders God wrought 

before his eyes by the hand of Moses! But his heart was hardened. Look 

at the children of Israel in the wilderness. They were almost constantly 

attended by a miraculous providence; yet how they murmured against 

Moses and against God, and how large a part of them perished in the 

wilderness because of unbelief. Look at the Jews who witnessed the miracles 

of Christ, and who still rejected the counsel of God against themselves. 

Look at these facts and tell me if any means unaccompanied by the agency 

of the Holy Spirit are sufficient to effect the salvation of men. 

 

 The means, when effectual, owe their efficacy to a special divine 

influence, and this will be evident if we take into consideration the 

character and circumstances of those on whom they become effectual. 

Who are those to whom the gospel is made the power of God unto 

salvation? They are not confined to any particular class. They are of all 

ages, from the gray-headed sinner to the little child, and of every shade of 

character, from the most moral to the most vicious. We have seen 

hardened   infidels, abandoned profligates, conceited moralists, and 

self-righteous formalists; we have seen persons, who have long treated the 

subject of religion with contempt, suddenly arrested and brought to 

repentance. We have seen persons whose hearts were filled with enmity 

against the character and government of God, against the doctrines of the 

Bible, and against the people of God, suddenly brought to love those things 

which they had hated with perfect hatred. And these effects are produced, 

not only upon the young, the illiterate, and the weak-minded, as has 

sometimes been scoffingly said; and upon females, whose fears and 

sympathies are easily excited; but upon men—old men, men in middle 

life, men of fortitude, men of talents, men of education, and what is more, men 

who have been in the habit of regarding all pretensions to experimental 

piety as fanaticism and delusion. We have seen persons of the most 

diverse dispositions; persons of all ranks and conditions in life; the haughty 

master and the insolent slave, the conceited moralist and the abandoned 

profligate; persons who were alienated by jealousies and the bitterest 

animosities— all brought to possess a common feeling, to take complacency in 

each other's character, to embrace each other as brethren, and to feel a mutual 

attachment which nothing can destroy. Now, are these effects produced 

by the unaided efficacy of human means? If so, why are not the same effects 

produced upon all with whom the same means are used? Why did Peter 



believe in Christ, while Judas remained an unbeliever? Why did Paul become a 

disciple, while multitudes of the Pharisees persisted in unbelief? And why is 

it that wherever the gospel has been preached, some have believed, while 

others have believed not? Will it be said that those who believe are by nature 

less depraved, less adverse to holiness, and more inclined to yield to the 

motives of the gospel than others? This cannot be said with truth, for "as in 

water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man." 

 

 Besides, how does it come to pass that persons who have long 

resisted the gospel, are brought suddenly to yield to its influence? If the 

efficacy is in the means, why did they not produce their effect while the 

heart was less hard and the conscience less seared? A passage of Scripture, 

which has been read a hundred times without awakening the least interest, 

is sometimes powerfully impressed upon the mind. A word, a look, a gesture 

is sometimes made a barbed arrow in the heart which has long resisted the 

most powerful and eloquent appeals. 

 

 Again: Why do the same means produce on the same persons, at different 

times, directly opposite effects? Present to a person today (to the convicted 

sinner, for example) certain truths of the gospel, and they fil l  his mind with 

enmity. The presentation of the same truths tomorrow will, perhaps, fill him 

with joy unspeakable and full of glory. These are facts which those who are 

conversant with revivals of religion have repeatedly witnessed. "We speak that 

we do know, and testify that we have seen." And how are these facts to be 

explained? The wisdom of this world may invent its theories, but there is no 

way to explain satisfactorily these phenomena but to admit the special agency of 

an Almighty and invisible hand. 

 

 This truth is further confirmed by the universal experience of the 

saints. You cannot find a true child of God who is not ready to say with 

Paul, "By the grace of God, I am what I am." Every true Christian knows by 

experience that he was an obstinate rebel, that he resisted every overture 

of mercy, and that if he had not been subdued by power divine, he should have 

persevered in the road to death. All who will surround the throne in heaven, 

will feel forever that they are brands plucked out of the fire, and will 

ascribe their salvation to the free, rich, and distinguishing grace of God. 

 

 But the Scriptures are very explicit on this point. Everything good in 

man is represented as the gift of divine grace. Do any repent? It is God who gives 

repentance, as well as remission of sins. Faith also is His gift. "By grace are ye 



saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God." Love, also, 

is a fruit of the Spirit, and is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost. Thus 

"All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ." 

"He that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given 

unto us the earnest of the Spirit." "For we are his workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 

walk in them." But it is not necessary that I should multiply proofs. There is 

no point more clearly established by the testimony of the Scriptures than 

that the conversion and salvation of sinners is the work of God. It is certain, 

therefore, that means have no independent efficacy. 

 

 If means have no independent efficacy, there can be no 

encouragement to use them unless God has determined to accompany 

them with His blessing. What encouragement can there be to use means 

which, in themselves, are utterly powerless, unless it is the purpose of God to 

make them, in some instances at least, effectual? 

 

 It has sometimes been said that the purposes of God supersede the 

necessity of means. But those who adopt this opinion overlook the fact that 

means, as well as ends, are included in the divine plan. Whatever ends God 

has purposed, He has purposed all the means which are necessary for their 

accomplishment. In this way He has established a connection between 

means and their ends, and thus furnished abundant encouragement to use 

them. But if there were no established connection between means and their 

ends, there would be no encouragement to use them. Why does the 

husbandman till his ground and sow his seed? He knows that he cannot 

cause the seed to vegetate and grow. But he knows that if God gives the 

increase, it will be through the instrumentality of these means, and that it is 

only in the use of these means that he can hope to receive the increase. Why 

do we eat and drink and use the common means of preserving life? Not 

because there is any independent efficacy in these means; but because we 

know it to be the divine purpose to preserve our lives only through the 

instrumentality of these means. Why does the merchant apply himself 

diligently to his business, and the scholar to his studies? Because these are 

the divinely constituted means of obtaining wealth and learning. There may 

not be an invariable connection between the means and the end, but if 

there were not some connection, if the use of the means was never 

followed by the end sought, there would be no encouragement to use 

them. Now we have seen that all the means used to effect the salvation of 

man are,  in themselves, utterly powerless. If, then, God has not determined 



to make them effectual to the salvation of some of the human race, there can 

be no encouragement to use them. What encouragement was there for 

Moses to stretch out his rod over the sea, and to smite the rock in Horeb, 

unless God had determined in connection with these acts to bring to 

pass the events that followed? What encouragement was there for the 

prophet Ezekiel to prophesy to the dry bones, unless God had determined 

in connection with his preaching to reanimate the dead? And what 

encouragement can there be to preach the gospel to those who are dead in 

trespasses and sins, unless God has determined to give efficacy to the word 

of His grace? If the preaching of the gospel were not an ordinance of God 

which He has determined to make effectual to the salvation of some of the 

human race, we might as well preach to the stones in the street or to the trees 

in the forest, as to sinful men. For if we could speak with the tongues, not 

only of men but of angels, and if we should cry aloud and spare not, a 

thousand years twice told, we should labor in vain and spend our strength for 

naught. The fact, therefore, that God has a chosen people on the earth, 

furnishes the only encouragement to preach the gospel to sinful men, or to 

employ any means to effect their salvation. 

 

 From the view which we have taken of this subject, we are led to 

conclude that God will send His gospel wherever He has a chosen people. 

His plan is perfect. Whatever purposes He has to accomplish, He will 

provide the requisite means for their accomplishment. And as the gospel is 

the appointed means for effecting the salvation of men, He will send it to 

those whom He designs to save. God had much people in Corinth, and for 

this reason He sent Paul there to preach the gospel. God had much people in 

Judea, in Samaria, in Asia Minor, and in almost every part of the Roman 

Empire. For this reason He caused His ambassadors to go forth in all 

directions, proclaiming the glad tidings of salvation; and the hand of the 

Lord was with them, and great multitudes were brought to embrace the 

Christian faith. God had much people among our ancestors and their 

descendants.  Hence He caused missionaries to be sent to the British Isles. 

God had much people in the Sandwich Islands and other islands of the 

Pacific Ocean. And for this reason He put it into the hearts of His people to 

send missionaries to those islands, who have been made the instruments of 

turning multitudes from darkness unto light, and from the power of Satan 

unto God. And wherever He has a people to be gathered into His kingdom, 

He will so order events, in His providence, that they shall be brought to the 

knowledge of the Savior. "How shall they call on him in whom they have 

not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 



heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?" God might, it is true, 

renew the heart of a heathen, and communicate to him by special revelation a 

knowledge of the Savior. But this is not the plan which His wisdom has 

devised. "It pleases God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 

believe." "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." It 

is the purpose of God that the gospel shall be preached to every creature. 

The promise is sure that Christ shall have the heathen for His inheritance, 

and the uttermost parts of the earth for His possession. But this promise 

will not be fulfilled by a miracle, but only by the blessing of God on 

human instrumentality. 

 

 Let no one imagine, therefore, that he has nothing to do towards the 

conversion of the world. Do you pray, brethren, for the salvation of the 

heathen? If you pray in faith, God will answer your prayers. But how will 

He answer them? When you pray for the poor around you, that they may be 

warmed and filled, in what way do you expect God will answer your 

prayers? Will He convert the stones into bread for their sustenance, and 

preserve their garments from decay, while you, heedless of their wants, 

have bread enough and to spare? And in what way do you expect that your 

prayers for the conversion of the heathen will be answered? Will God rain 

down Bibles from heaven, and commission His angels to preach to them 

the gospel? No, but He will put into your hearts to do what lies in your 

power to send to them the gospel. And rest assured that your prayers are 

mockery if they do not come from a heart that can feel for the miseries of 

a world lying in wickedness, and that will prompt you to make efforts to 

alleviate their wretchedness. Wherever God in His providence causes His 

gospel to be faithfully preached, we have reason to believe He has 

there a chosen people. His Word will not return unto Him void, but will 

accomplish that which He pleases, and prosper in the thing whereto He 

sent it. And what is the great end for which the gospel is published to 

mankind?  For what object was Paul commissioned to preach to the 

Gentiles? "To open their eyes, and turn them from darkness to light, and 

from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of 

sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified." It is true that the 

gospel proves to some a savor of death unto death; and there may be cases 

where the faithful ambassador will be called, from year to year, to stretch out 

his hand to the disobedient and the gainsaying. But we have reason to 

believe that in all ordinary cases, where God causes His gospel to be 

faithfully preached, He has a chosen people, and that they will be made willing 

in the day of His power. The history of the church authorizes this belief. 



In proportion, therefore, as the gospel is diffused, we may rationally 

conclude that converts will be multiplied and souls be saved from death. In 

this view of the subject, how cheering to the people of God must be the 

present indications of divine providence! We live in an interesting day. The 

church is waking from the slumber of ages. Many are running to and fro, 

and knowledge is increased. An angel is flying through the midst of heaven, 

having the everlasting gospel to preach to them that dwell on the earth, to 

every nation and kindred and tongue and people. What mean these 

movements in the Christian world? They indicate that God has much 

people on the earth, and that He is about to bring them to the knowledge and 

obedience of the truth. The time to favor Zion, yea, the set time, is come, 

when God's people take pleasure in her stones, and favor the dust thereof 

.The fact that God has put it into the hearts of His people to make such 

efforts for the spread of the gospel, is an indication that He intends to pour 

out His Spirit in a manner hitherto unparalleled in the history of the world.  

 

 Let us rejoice, then, my brethren, in the opening prospects of Zion, 

and take encouragement to labor and pray for her future prosperity and 

glory.  In the light of this subject, we see the mistake of those who 

consider the doctrine of predestination as setting aside the necessity of 

means. So far from rendering means useless, it affords the only rational 

ground of encouragement to use them. It is true, God might, if He chose, 

effect the conversion of His chosen people, without the intervention of any 

means whatever. So He might give us food and raiment without any labor of 

our own, and accomplish all His purposes by an immediate and 

instantaneous act of His power. But this is not the plan which He has 

chosen. "His kingdom is a kingdom of means," and it was because He had 

determined to save some of this apostate world that He instituted the means 

of grace. If He had not had a chosen people here, He never would have 

given His Son to be a propitiation for sin. He never would have given us 

the gospel. He never would have instituted the Sabbath and the     

ministry of reconciliation. Why was not a Savior provided for the 

apostate angels? Why have not ambassadors been sent to beseech them 

to be reconciled to God? Why are they not favored with the Bible and 

the Sabbath and the privileges of the sanctuary? It is because God has 

not among them a chosen people. They are all given over to despair. And 

if it had not been the purpose of God to make some of our race the 

monuments of His mercy and the heirs of His kingdom, He never would 

have favored us with the means of grace. And shall we make that an 

excuse for neglecting these means, which was the very reason why they 



were instituted? 

 

 This subject is suited to check every emotion of pride, and to promote 

humility in the ministers of Christ. 'Who then is Paul, or who is Apollos, but 

ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have 

planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he 

that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the 

increase" (1 Cor. 3:5-7). "We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 

excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us." If the great apostle of 

the Gentiles could use this language, with how much more propriety may 

ordinary ministers use it? My brethren, what are we? What can we do towards 

effecting the salvation of sinners? Alas! Our strength is weakness. We may 

preach to our dying day; but if the Spirit is not poured out from on high, our 

preaching will not result in the conversion of a single soul. If any success has 

attended our labors, it is God who gave the increase. Those who embrace the 

gospel are "born, not of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 

God." When, therefore, God puts honor upon our ministry, and makes use of 

us as instruments of building up His kingdom, let us not be lifted up with 

pride. Let us not rob God of the glory which is due to His Name, and attribute 

our success to any wisdom or skill or holiness of our own. Let us place the 

crown upon our Redeemer's head, and feel that we are nothing. And let it be 

the sincere and devout language of our hearts, "Not unto us, not unto us, but 

unto Thy name give glory for Thy mercy and Thy truth's sake." This subject 

is suited to afford consolation to the ministers of Christ under their various 

discouragements. What though, my brethren, we are earthen vessels; 

what though our efforts to promote the interests of Zion and the salvation of 

men are powerless? God is able to bless our labors, and make them mighty 

to the pulling down of strongholds. With Him is the residue of the Spirit, 

and when He rends the heavens and comes down, the mountains flow down 

at His presence. The heart of adamant melts like wax before Him, and the 

proudest rebel sues for mercy. Now God has determined to exert His power, and 

to give efficacy to the means of His own appointment. And shall we then 

be disheartened? When we contemplate the obstacles which lie in the 

way of Zion's increase, and our utter inability to remove them, shall we 

give way to despondency, and sit down in despair? No, brethren, let us 

look to the hills whence cometh our help. Our help cometh from the Lord 

God who made heaven and earth. Though we are weak, He is mighty. He 

can do all things, and through His strengthening us, we can do all things. 

And what more could we desire? If we possessed power in ourselves to 

prosecute our work with success, should we ever be discouraged? But is it not 



better that the power should be with God, especially as He is infinitely 

wise and knows when and in what manner it is best to give efficacy to our 

labors? Let us, then, look away from ourselves and lay hold on the 

strength of Israel's God. Let us go to our work with fresh courage and 

zeal, feeling assured that we shall not labor in vain, nor spend our strength 

for naught. 

 

 We see the mistake of those who regard the doctrine, which we have 

been contemplating, as a discouraging doctrine. It has been shown, if I 

mistake not, to be a very encouraging doctrine. Indeed, it lies at the 

foundation of all hope in regard to the salvation of any of the human race. 

If the depravity of man is such that no sinner, of himself, will repent and 

believe the gospel, then, unless God has determined to bring some to 

repentance, all will inevitably perish. And is it a gloomy, discouraging 

thought that God has not given over the whole world to hopeless 

perdition, but has determined to make some the trophies of His grace? Is 

it a discouraging thought that God has determined that Christ shall have 

a seed; that He shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied; and that 

He shall gather into His kingdom a great multitude which no man can 

number, who shall be to the praise of the glory of His grace? No 

brethren, it is an encouraging, an animating thought. It is a thought 

which ought to awaken in our hearts the most lively emotions of gratitude 

and joy. We are bound to give thanks always to God, that He has chosen 

some to everlasting life, and has determined to display His power and 

grace in their salvation. 

 

 That this doctrine tends to discourage sinners from going about to 

establish their own righteousness, and from depending on their resolutions 

of future repentance, I readily admit. And it is of the first importance that they 

should be thus discouraged. Until they are thus discouraged, they will slumber 

in ignorance. They must see the plague of their own hearts, and be made 

sensible of their true condition, shall they be made the subjects of renewing 

grace. 

 

 Suppose that for the sake of encouraging sinners, we should flatter them 

in their sins and tell them that their hearts are not so wicked as the 

Scriptures represent, and that they can repose confident in their hopes of 

fixture repentance, what would be the consequence? We might calm their 

fears and soothe their consciences, but should we be likely to promote their 

salvation? 



 

 But it is said that a full disclosure of the sinner's character and 

condition, and of his dependence on divine grace for salvation, is suited to 

paralyze effort and to banish all solicitude from his mind. This, however, is a 

great mistake. For, in the first place, no preaching will have any salutary 

effect on the minds of sinners without the blessing of God; and if God blesses 

any preaching to their salvation, He will be likely to bless the preaching of 

the truth. Besides, there is no truth so alarming and so well-suited to break up 

the slumbers of the sinner, as that which leads him to a sight of his true 

character and condition. 

 

 I am aware that sinners sometimes plead their moral helplessness 

as an excuse for their ignorance. But in most cases they do not really 

believe what they say; for if they did, they could not slumber in 

ignorance. What! Believe, my impenitent   hearers,   that   you   are 

condemned to everlasting death, and that there is no hope that you will ever 

extricate yourselves from this condemnation, and still be ignorant? If you 

were condemned to be imprisoned for life and saw no way of helping 

yourselves, would you be ignorant?   If  you  were  confined   in  a 

burning  building  and  saw  no way of making  your  escape,  would  

you  be ignorant?  And if you realized your condition as lost sinners and 

perceived that nothing short of sovereign grace could effect your 

salvation, would you be ignorant? No. You would begin to cry in agony, 

"What shall we do?" This is the invariable effect of a discovery, on the part 

of a sinner, of his true character and condition. It is, therefore, of the first 

importance that those truths, which are suited to give to the sinner this 

discovery of himself, should be clearly preached. Sinners, by opposing these 

truths, resist the Holy Ghost and virtually oppose their own salvation. 

Besides, if the doctrine which we have been contemplating is discouraging, 

what can we preach that would be encouraging? Shall we preach the 

commands? We have preached them, and we do preach them. But where is the 

sinner who is inclined to obey them? Shall we preach the invitations? We 

do preach them. But where is the sinner who is disposed to comply with 

them? Shall we preach the threatenings? We do preach them. But who is 

alarmed by them, and persuaded to flee from the wrath to come? Shall we 

preach the promises? We do preach them. But who is allured by them to lay 

hold on eternal life? Shall we point sinners to a bleeding Savior, and beseech 

them by all His dying agonies to reject Him no longer? We have done it from 

month to month and from year to year. But who hath believed our report? 

Alas! we have seen an end of all human efforts; and if it were not for the fact 



that God has all hearts in His hands, and that He has determined to make His 

gospel the power of God unto salvation to some of this fallen world, we 

should sit down in despair. And will you tear from us this last gleam of 

hope, this only source of encouragement in regard to the salvation of dying 

men
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 My brethren, God has much people on the earth. This the sure word of 

prophecy authorizes us to believe. Let this thought encourage us to labor and 

pray for Zion's increase. Let us be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 

the work of the Lord; forasmuch as we know that our labor shall not be in 

vain in the Lord. Amen 
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